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Abstract

The letter dealt very briefly with the general conditions in Syria before the French
Mandate between the years 1864-1918 AD, which is the period of the end of the
Ottoman control over Syria, where the Ottoman Sultanate divided the Syrian state into
a number of brigades and districts. The goal was the ease of managing it in an
organized manner. The most important economic characteristics of the Syrian state
were presented at the end of the Ottoman era, and the poor economic situation of the
people, and exposure to the administrative apparatus in the state of Syria, specifically
the police and gendarmerie apparatus through the organization of service, clothing
and weapons, and showing the role of the police and gendarmerie during the era of the
Arab government in the years 1918-1920 AD.

The study also included the development of the police and gendarmerie apparatus
during the period of the French mandate over Syria between the years 1920-1946 AD,
through the administrative divisions imposed by the mandatory state to give
predominance to the country feeling among the Syrians at the expense of the Arab
national feeling, and the dependence of the mandate authority on the police and
gendarmerie apparatus to collect the weapons of the people after the French military
forces entered Syria. The French Mandate authority has given the police and
gendarmerie apparatus special attention in order to facilitate the task of controlling the
people. It has left the leadership of the police to Syrian officers while it has been
satisfied with placing a French advisor for technical matters only. Its greatest interest
was in the gendarmerie apparatus, where the leadership was set by French officers and
concerned with training, arming dress and the equipment of the gendarmerie in order
to use them to pursue the patriots of the people who reject the mandate authority and
its military presence. It was necessary to show the role of the police and gendarmerie
in social and political life, and the negative and positive role of both in social and
political life, through the tasks that were assigned to them, and the bright image and
heroism that the police and gendarmerie stood in the face of the colonizer and stand
with the revolution and revolutionaries against the French presence on The Syrian

land.
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